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Bradford grew up on Partington 
Ridge, Big Sur, where the dramatically 
changing light of the coast inspired 
her to become an artist. At the age 
of 18 she was selling her serigraphs 
throughout the U.S., and by the age of 
24 she was a member of the Carmel 
Art Association.

As a Plein Air painter, first with acrylics 
and then with oils, she attempts to 
capture the energy of the challenging 
elements and changing light. “I feel that 
a painting of the ocean should not just 
capture a wave, but the constant motion 
and power of the ocean.”

In order to promote herself and her 
husband Jeff Daniel Smith, Galerie 
Plein Aire was opened in 1998. 
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P.O. Box 267 
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Through the use of a palette knife 
and a variety of oil paints, Cyndra 
Bradford creates color harmony with 
“colorful muds” and thus recreates the 
beauty of the natural landscape in an 
impressionistic and expressionistic style. 
Her plein air technique effectively 
captures the energy of the challenging 
elements and changing light of the 
stunning Big Sur landscape, while her 
expressionistic equestrian paintings 
brim with life and movement. 
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Bird Rock Point Lobos 
Oil • 12” x 16” • Galerie Plein Aire
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Cypress Point 
Oil • 16” x 20” • Galerie Plein Aire
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Bixby Fog 
Oil • 36” x 36” • Private Collection
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Top Hats 
Oil • 48” x 60” • Galerie Plein Aire
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No Work Today 
Oil • 40” x 40” • Private Collection
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South West Horse 
Oil • 60” x 48” • Private Collection


